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Notes on Ethnographic Observation in a Courtroom
Physical Setting
	The court chosen is the Federal Courthouse in Los Angeles, California. The court stands in isolation a few kilometers from the Central Business District. The court has a door labeled entrance for the public to use will entering the courtroom. At the door are security guards who inspect the people entering.  Inside the court there are civilians, the judge, the court operator, the court deputy, the clerk, the defense’s legal team, the prosecutor, the jury, the respondent, the complainant, and the ushers. The various participants occupy designated positions within the room, that is, the judge is at the front, the witness at the witness stand next to the judge’s bench, the jury at the jury’s bench, the respondents to the right of the judge’s desk, and the prosecution to the left of the judge’s desk.
Objects and Materials Culture
	On top of the judge’s bench was a gavel. The American Court of Arms is at the front where the judge’s bench is located. At the back is the courts gallery within information when the court was constructed and different pictures of former judges. The jury’s desk traverses the left side of the room. The witness I stand is the left of the judge’s desk. Centrally, there is a podium. The pubic sits either to the left or right of the podium with a pathway in between the public gallery. 



Use of Language
	The language used in the courtroom is formal with and there is inference of legal terms from time to time by the judges and the lawyers. The participants in the trial address each other respectfully.
Behavior Cycle
	The court administrator orders the court to stand at the entrance of the judge. After he gets seated, everybody sits down. The clerks hands over the case files to the judge and reads loudly to the court the charges presented against the respondent.
The Order in which the Events unfold
	The prosecutor prompts the accused to affirm a statement about his whereabouts on the day the crime happened. He replies with a “Yes”. The first witness is called to the witness stand and cross-examined by the prosecutor. The clerk and the jury are taking shorthand notes of the proceedings. The respondent’s lawyer asks the permission to object what the prosecutor is implying. His request is denied and the judge symbols the prosecutor to continue. The defendant’s lawyer also proceeds to cross-examine the witness. Subsequently, the second and the third witnesses are called to the stand and subjected through the same. They gave accounts of where they were at the day of the crime and described what they saw the accused doing the victim. 



Physical Characteristics of subjects
	The judge was clothed in a black gown and was in his late fifties. The prosecutor also wore a black gown with a white a cloak and was in his mid thirties. The witnesses wore official shirts and trousers and their ages ranged from 20 years to 40 years. The defendant’s lawyer also wore a black gown with a white cloak on his neck. The clerk, the court administrator, the jury, the court deputy, and other civilians had official attires.
Expressive Body Movement
	The witnesses, the accused, and the defense team stood in a upright position while addressing each other. The judge and the jury sat with their backs upright not adjusting their bodies in a slanting position
Tie- Bonds
. The judge gives the legal team the go ahead in response to their requests and nods his head in agreement or disagreement. Also, the he signals them to go on with his hand. The judges, the lawyers, and the jury have put on a serious face during the proceedings. The audience has mixed reactions, some are smiling, others are frowning, and others are serious.
Environmental Involvement
	The defendant’s lawyer and the prosecutor walk up and down the podium while cross-examining the witnesses. 


Ecological Distribution
	The physical layout of the courtroom ensures every participant is seated at the designated positions. The entire court room space is occupied by its designated occupant. There are pathways between the seating positions for ease of movement.
Auto-Involvement
	Some of the audience is seen to swing their thighs anxiously. Others are fidgeting and moving their hands unconsciously. Also, some are rocking the edges of their shirts. Some of the members of the jury are looking down. 

